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Kettering Community: 

As we settle in to another school year, making plans to attend school events and 
adjusting to resetting our alarm clocks for the school day, we are also still 
working through the emotions and reality of the Oregon District tragedy. This 
event is a very real reminder of how fragile life is and how important it is that we 
stay strong together and protect one another.   

Sadly, this tragedy also gives us yet another opportunity to underscore our total 
commitment here in the Kettering City Schools to making the safety of our 
students, staff and visitors in our school buildings and on our campuses a top 
priority. 

As promised to our Kettering community, the district is taking steps to enhance 
the safety of all of our buildings. I am very pleased to announce that we have 
been able to increase police officer presence in all of our school buildings this 
year. We are partnering with the Kettering Police Department to place these 
school resource officers (SROs) in our district, as well as at Kettering’s parochial 
buildings and the Dayton STEM School:  

• We welcome Officer Ed Drayton back as the full-time SRO at Kettering 
Fairmont High School; 

• Officer Matt Barnes will continue to serve as an SRO in the district, 
assigned full-time to Van Buren Middle School; 

• Officer Ed Simoni will serve as the new full-time SRO at Kettering Middle 
School; and 

• Officer Lester Spinks, Jr. and Officer Kent Tischler, are the two new 
SROs who will be working exclusively with our elementary buildings, 
Kettering’s parochial schools and the Dayton STEM School. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Doors in all of our buildings will continue to be locked, and visitors will only be 
buzzed into a building after checking in with the front-desk staff. We are also in 
the process of installing door barricades in every classroom across the district. 
These easy-to-use devices will quickly barricade a door in the event that an 
active intruder is able to get into our buildings. We anticipate having all 
barricades installed later this month.  

 We will continue A.L.I.C.E. training with students and staff, providing them with 
options – including Alert, Lockdown, Inform, Counter and Evacuate – for 
combating an active intruder. 

Finally, I want to remind everyone who is a part of the Kettering City Schools 
community that YOU are also an extremely important part of our safety and 
security efforts. If you see or hear something that is a safety concern, no matter 
how big or small, please report it. Please encourage your children to talk to you, 
one of our school resource officers or another trusted adult if they see or hear 
anything that makes them feel uncomfortable or concerned. Our Safety Tipline 
at (937) 643-4444 (Option 7) or kettering.tipline.org is monitored 24/7. In 
partnership with the Kettering Police Department, we can and will look into every 
tip that is reported.  

Working together, we can all help to ensure that our schools remain a safe place 
for our children to thrive. 

As always, I welcome your comments on and topic suggestions for this monthly 
blog. I also invite you to visit our district website at www.ketteringschools.org, our 
Facebook page (Kettering City Schools) and our Twitter feed (KetteringSchools) 
for district information and ongoing updates about your schools. 
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